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1
VARIATOR BYPASS CLUTCH

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED U.S.
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/794,523 entitled
“VARIATOR BYPASS CLUTCH,” which was filed on Mar.
15, 2013, the entirety of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to dog clutches,
and more particularly, to a dog clutch used in infinitely vari-
able transmissions.

BACKGROUND

A dog clutch is a type of clutch used to couple or lock two
components together to transfer rotational power from a driv-
ing component to a driven component. For example, dog
clutches are often used to couple or lock a driving shaft to a
driven shaft, to couple or lock a driving shaft to a gear, and/or
to engage one or more torque-transmitting clutches with one
ormore gears to transfer rotational power from the clutches to
the corresponding gears.

Dog clutches are used in many different applications
including transmissions of motor vehicles. In general, the
transmission of a motor vehicle includes a number of selec-
tively engageable clutches. Selective engagement and/or dis-
engagement of the clutches establishes speed or gear ratios
between the transmission input shaft and the transmission
output shaft. In particular, shifting from a currently estab-
lished gear ratio to a new gear ratio generally requires disen-
gaging a clutch (i.e., the “oft-going clutch”) associated with
the current gear ratio and engaging a clutch (i.e., the “on-
coming clutch”) associated with the desired new gear ratio.

Some motor vehicle transmissions include a variable-ratio
unit (“variator”) used to provide a continuous variation of
transmission ratio rather than a series of predetermined ratios.
In such transmissions, known as continuously variable trans-
missions (CVTs), the variator is coupled between the trans-
mission input shaft and the transmission output shaft via
gearing and one or more clutches. In one type of continuously
variable transmission, referred to as an infinitely variable
transmission (IVT), a zero output speed can be obtained
independently of the rotational input speed provided to the
transmission by the drive unit in a geared neutral mode. In
most infinitely variable transmissions, the variator provides a
continuously-varying torque output in each operating mode
of the transmission.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, a dog
clutch comprises a housing and a piston. The housing
includes a base, and the housing is engaged with an input ring
of'a variable-ratio unit included in a transmission. The piston
is engaged with the housing and movable between a first
position in which the piston is disengaged from an output ring
of the variable-ratio unit and a second position in which the
piston is engaged with the output ring of the variable-ratio
unit to lock the input ring to the output ring to prevent the
variable-ratio unit from producing continuously-variable
torque output.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

In some embodiments, the piston and the housing may
define a first cavity. Hydraulic fluid may be provided to the
first cavity to move the piston between the first and second
positions. The base and the piston may define a second cavity
that may contain a spring exerting a biasing force against the
piston as the piston moves between the first and second posi-
tions. A first force may be exerted by the second cavity against
the first cavity during the rotation of the dog clutch that urges
the piston toward the first position. A second force may
exerted by the first cavity against the second cavity during the
rotation of the dog clutch that counteracts the first force so
that the piston is moved from the first position to the second
position against only the biasing force of the spring.

In some embodiments, the piston may include a plurality of
external splines and the output ring may include a plurality of
internal splines. The plurality of internal splines may be con-
figured to engage the plurality of external splines in the sec-
ond position. Backlash between the external splines and the
internal splines may be at least 2 degrees, no greater than 6
degrees, or between 2 degrees and 6 degrees.

In some embodiments, the piston may apply a piston force
to the spring to overcome the biasing force of the spring as the
piston is moved from the first position to the second position.
The piston force may be applied to the spring independently
of the rotational speed of the dog clutch.

In some embodiments, movement of hydraulic fluid in the
first cavity as the dog clutch is rotating may create the second
force. The second force may be a first centrifugal pressure
force. Hydraulic fluid may be provided to the second cavity.
Movement of hydraulic fluid in the second cavity as the dog
clutchis rotating may create the first force. The first force may
be a second centrifugal pressure force.

In some embodiments, the piston may include a plurality of
external splines and the housing may include a plurality of
internal splines. The plurality of external splines may be
engaged with the plurality of internal splines in each of the
first position and the second position.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
transmission comprises a variable-ratio unit producing con-
tinuously-variable torque output, a housing, and a piston. The
variable-ratio unit includes an input ring and an output ring.
The housing includes a base and is engaged with the input
ring. The piston is engaged with the housing and movable
between a first position in which the piston is disengaged
from the outputring and a second position in which the piston
is engaged with the output ring to lock the input ring to the
output ring so that the variable-ratio unit produces a fixed
torque output.

In some embodiments, the piston and the housing may
define a first cavity. Hydraulic fluid may be provided to the
first cavity to move the piston between the first and second
positions. The base and the piston may define a second cavity
that may contain a spring exerting a biasing force against the
piston as the piston moves between the first and second posi-
tions. Hydraulic fluid may be provided to the second cavity. A
first centrifugal pressure force may be exerted by the second
cavity against the first cavity during the rotation of the dog
clutch that urges the piston toward the first position. A second
centrifugal pressure force may be exerted by the first cavity
against the second cavity during the rotation of the dog clutch
that counteracts the first centrifugal pressure force so that the
piston is moved from the first position to the second position
against only the biasing force of the spring.

In some embodiments, movement of hydraulic fluid in the
second cavity as the dog clutch is rotating may create the first
centrifugal pressure force. The piston may apply a piston
force to the spring to overcome the biasing force of the spring
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as the piston is moved from the first position to the second
position. The piston force may be applied to the spring inde-
pendently of the rotational speed of the dog clutch.

In some embodiments, the spring may include a horizontal
section and a vertical section. The vertical section may be
positioned in substantially perpendicular relation to the hori-
zontal section. The piston may move between the first posi-
tion and the second position in a direction substantially par-
allel to the horizontal section. The horizontal section of the
spring may be compressed as the piston moves from the first
position to the second position. The horizontal section of the
spring may be extended as the piston moves from the second
position to the first position. The horizontal section of the
spring may contact a stop of the transmission to limit com-
pression of the horizontal section of the spring as the piston
moves from the first position to the second position.

In some embodiments, the variable-ratio unit may further
comprise an adjustment nut that may be used to set an axial
preload on the variable-ratio unit. The adjustment nut may
comprise a plurality of tabs. The base may include a plurality
of'slots that may be configured to engage the plurality of tabs
of the adjustment nut as the piston moves between the first
position and the second position.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
method for selectively bypassing a variable-ratio unit
included in a transmission using a dog clutch comprises
engaging a housing of the dog clutch with an input ring of the
variable ratio-unit so that a piston of the dog clutch is engaged
with the housing and disengaged from an output ring of the
variable-ratio unit in a first position. The method further
comprises moving the piston to a second position in which the
piston is engaged with the output ring so that the dog clutch
locks the input ring to the output ring to prevent the variable-
ratio unit from producing continuously-variable torque out-
put.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The concepts described herein are illustrated by way of
example and not by way of limitation in the accompanying
figures. For simplicity and clarity of illustration, elements
illustrated in the figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.
Where considered appropriate, reference labels have been
repeated among the figures to indicate corresponding or
analogous elements.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of an embodiment of
an infinitely variable transmission showing various compo-
nents included therein;

FIG. 2 is a partial view of the transmission of FIG. 1
showing a variator and an associated dog clutch included in
the transmission;

FIG. 3 is a magnified view of a portion of the transmission
of FIG. 2 showing the dog clutch and the various associated
components of the transmission;

FIG. 4 is a simplified flow diagram of a method for selec-
tively bypassing the variator of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 5 is a simplified rear view of a variator output ring
included in the variator of FIG. 2 and a piston included in the
dog clutch of the transmission of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the concepts of the present disclosure are suscep-
tible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific
embodiments thereof have been shown by way of example in
the drawings and will be described herein in detail. It should
be understood, however, that there is no intent to limit the
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concepts of the present disclosure to the particular forms
disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives consistent with
the present disclosure and the appended claims.

References in the specification to “one embodiment,” “an
embodiment,” “an illustrative embodiment,” etc., indicate
that the embodiment described may include a particular fea-
ture, structure, or characteristic, but every embodiment may
or may not necessarily include that particular feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not neces-
sarily referring to the same embodiment. Further, when a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with an embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the knowledge of one skilled in the art to effect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
embodiments whether or not explicitly described.

In the drawings, some structural or method features may be
shown in specific arrangements and/or orderings. However, it
should be appreciated that such specific arrangements and/or
orderings may not be required. Rather, in some embodiments,
such features may be arranged in a different manner and/or
order than shown in the illustrative figures. Additionally, the
inclusion of a structural or method feature in a particular
figure is not meant to imply that such feature is required in all
embodiments and, in some embodiments, may not be
included or may be combined with other features.

Referring now to FIG. 1, in the illustrative embodiment, a
transmission 10 includes a variator 12 and a dog clutch 14.
The transmission 10 also includes a transmission input shaft
16 and a transmission output shaft 18. Each of the variator 12
and the dog clutch 14 is positioned between the input shaft 16
and the output shaft 18 and selectively operatively coupled to
the shafts 16, 18 via various clutches of the transmission 10 as
discussed below. The transmission 10 may be included as a
part of a motor vehicle that also includes a drive unit (not
shown) and a vehicle load (not shown).

The drive unit may be embodied as any type of motor or
internal combustion engine having a reciprocating or a rotary
configuration that provides rotational power to the transmis-
sion 10 and therethrough to the vehicle load. For instance, the
drive unit may be embodied as a four-stroke piston engine, a
diesel engine, or a rotary engine. The vehicle load may be
embodied as, or otherwise include, drive wheels, caterpillar
tracks, propels, etc. that impart the motor vehicle with loco-
motion when driven by the drive unit via the transmission 10.

Rotational power (also referred to herein as torque) gener-
ated by the drive unit may be transmitted to the transmission
10 via a drive unit output shaft (not shown) included in the
drive unit, which is coupled to the transmission input shaft 16.
Additionally, rotational power from the transmission 10 may
be transmitted from the transmission output shaft 18 to the
vehicle load.

The transmission 10 may ensure the controlled application
of rotational power generated by the drive unit to the vehicle
load. As discussed in more detail below, the transmission 10
includes a plurality of gearsets that enable speed and torque
generated by the drive unit to be converted for use by the
vehicle load. Additionally, as discussed below, the transmis-
sion 10 includes a plurality of torque-transmitting mecha-
nisms (e.g., clutches) configured to define torque transfer
paths between the input shaft 16 and the output shaft 18 and
thereby effect a change from one operating mode of the
transmission 10 to another operating mode.

The transmission 10 is illustratively shown in FIG. 1 as an
infinitely variable transmission having a split power architec-
ture that achieves both transmission ratios varying within
defined ranges (i.e., continuously-variable torque output) and
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fixed transmission ratios (i.e., non-continuously-variable or
fixed torque output). One illustrative infinitely variable trans-
mission with which the dog clutch 14 and the related tech-
nologies disclosed herein may be used is disclosed in U.S.
Provisional Patent App. Ser. 61/798,476, entitled “Split
Power Infinitely Variable Transmission Architecture,” the
entirety of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

The plurality of clutches includes a first clutch 20, a second
clutch 22, a third clutch 24, a fourth clutch 26, and the dog
clutch 14. The dog clutch 14 is operable to bypass the variator
12 to prevent the variator 12 from producing continuously-
variable torque output, similar to the variator bypass clutch
disclosed in U.S. Provisional Patent App. Ser. No. 61/798,
476, entitled “Split Power Infinitely Variable Transmission
Architecture,” the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

Each of the clutches 14, 20, 22, 24, 26 is a torque-trans-
mitting device positioned between the input shaft 16 and the
output shaft 18 and configured to define a torque transfer path
between the input shaft 16 and the output shaft 18 and thereby
effect a change from one operating mode of the transmission
10 to another operating mode as indicated above. Each of the
clutches 14, 20, 22, 24, 26 is engageable to transmit torque
along a particular path and disengageable to prevent torque
from being transmitted along the path. In some embodiments,
one or more of the clutches 20, 22, 24, 26 may be embodied
as a three-position dog clutch such as the three-position dog
clutch disclosed in U.S. Provisional Patent App. Ser. No.
61/799,200, entitled “Three-Position Dog Clutch,” the
entirety of which is hereby incorporated by reference. Illus-
tratively, the dog clutch 14, the second clutch 22, the third
clutch 24, and the fourth clutch 26 are rotating clutches while
the first clutch 20 is a stationary, non-rotating clutch. Of
course, other types of clutches may be used in other embodi-
ments. Additionally, the transmission 10 may include addi-
tional or fewer clutches in some embodiments.

The gearsets included in the transmission 10 are repre-
sented by boxes (i.e., G1, G2, G3, and G4) in FIG. 1, and the
variator 12 is designated as “VAR.” Illustratively, the trans-
mission 10 includes a first gearset 28, a second gearset 30, a
third gearset 32, and a fourth gearset 34. Each one of the
gearsets is positioned between the input shaft 16 and the
output shaft 18. The clutches are each represented by pairs of
parallel lines in FIG. 1 and are designated as the following: C1
(the first clutch 20), C2 (the second clutch 22), C3 (the third
clutch 24), C4 (the fourth clutch 26), and C5 (the dog clutch
14).

The dog clutch 14, as discussed below, is operable to lock
an input ring 36 (see FIG. 2) included in the variator 12 to an
output ring 38 included in the variator 12 so that the variator
12 achieves a 1:1 ratio (i.e., variator input speed is equal to
variator output speed). When the input ring 36 of the variator
12 is locked to the output ring 38 of the variator 12, the dog
clutch 14 is “engaged” so that the variator 12 produces a fixed
torque output (i.e., non-continuously-variable torque output).
Conversely, when the input ring 36 of the variator 12 is not
locked to the output ring 38 of the variator 12, the dog clutch
is said to be “disengaged” so that the variator 12 produces a
continuously-variable torque output.

As discussed above and shown in FIG. 2, the variator 12
includes the input ring 36 and the output ring 38. The variator
12 is illustratively embodied as a planetary-type ball variator.
Each of the variator rings 36, 38 are spaced apart as shown in
FIG. 2 to permit a ball 40 to be positioned between the rings
36, 38. The ball 40 is configured to tilt between the input rings
36, 38 to vary the ratio achieved using the variator 12. An axle
42 encircles the ball 40 as shown in FIG. 2. The ball 40 is tilted
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by continuously tilting the axle 42 so that continuously-vari-
able torque output is produced using the variator 12.

As shown in FIG. 2, the input ring 36 is engaged with the
dog clutch 14 through an input plate 44 included in the varia-
tor 12 that extends below the input ring 36 relative to a
centerline 46 of the variator 12. The input plate 44 is coupled
to the input ring 36 and is engaged with the dog clutch 14 in
the engagement region 48 as discussed below. The input plate
44 includes a first section 50 extending toward the centerline
46 in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the
centerline 46. The input plate 44 also includes a second sec-
tion 52 extending away from the first section 50 and to the
engagement region 48 along the centerline 46. The second
section 52 is generally parallel to the centerline 46 as shown
in FIG. 2.

Engagement between the input plate 44 and the dog clutch
14 in the engagement region 48 couples the input ring 36 to
the dog clutch 14 so that the input ring 36 is effectively
engaged with the dog clutch 14. In other words, the input plate
44 engages the input ring 36 with the dog clutch 14 so that
torque is transmitted from the input ring 36 to the dog clutch
14 through the input plate 44.

As shown in FIG. 2, the output ring 38 is engageable with
the dog clutch 14 through an output plate 54 included in the
variator 12 that extends below the output ring 38 relative to
the centerline 46 and toward the dog clutch 14 in a direction
substantially parallel to the centerline 46. The output plate 54
is coupled to the output ring 38 and engageable with the dog
clutch 14 in the engagement region 60 as discussed below.
The output plate 54 includes a first section 56 extending
toward the centerline 46 in a direction that is substantially
perpendicular to the centerline 46. The output plate 54 also
includes a second section 58 extending away from the first
section 54 and to the engagement region 60. The second
section 58 is generally parallel to the centerline 46.

Engagement between the output plate 54 and the dog
clutch 14 in the engagement region 60 couples the output ring
38 to the dog clutch 14 so that the output ring 38 is effectively
engaged with the dog clutch 14. In other words, the output
plate 54 may engage the output ring 38 with the dog clutch 14
so that torque is transmitted from the output ring 38 to the dog
clutch 14 through the output plate 54.

The output plate 54 includes a plurality of internal splines
62 formed in the second section 58 in the engagement region
60 as shown in FIG. 2. As discussed below, each of the
plurality of internal splines 62 is configured to engage an
external spline 64 of a piston 66 included in the dog clutch 14
so that the output ring 38 is engaged with the piston 66
through the output plate 54.

The input plate 44 includes a plurality of external splines
68 formed in the second section 52 in the engagement region
48 as suggested in FIG. 2 and shown in FIG. 3. As discussed
below, each of the plurality of external splines 68 is engaged
with an internal spline 70 of a housing 72 included in the dog
clutch 14 so that input ring 36 is engaged with the housing 72
through the input plate 44.

The housing 72 includes a base 78 and an upper section 80.
The base 78 extends in a direction substantially parallel to the
centerline 46 through the engagement region 48 and to a
variator adjustment nut (not shown) included in the variator
12. The base 78 includes the plurality of internal splines 70
that are engaged with the plurality of external splines 68
formed in the second section 52 of the input plate 44 as shown
in FIGS. 2-3. As discussed below, the internal splines 70 are
engaged with the external splines 68 as the piston 66 moves
between a first position 90 and a second position 92.
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The upper section 80 included in the housing 72 extends
away from the base 78 and toward the engagement region 60.
Theupper section 80 includes a plurality of internal splines 84
that are engaged with the plurality of external splines 64
included in the piston 66 as shown in FIGS. 2-3. As discussed
below, the internal splines 84 are engaged with the external
splines 64 as the piston 66 moves between the first position 90
and the second position 92.

The piston 66 is positioned in an interior space 88 defined
by the housing 72, and as shown in FIGS. 2-3, the piston 66 is
movable in the interior space 88 between the first position 90
and the second position 92. The shape of the piston 66 is
sympathetic to the shape of the upper section 80 of the hous-
ing 72. The piston 66 includes an upper section 94 extending
toward the engagement region 60 and a lower section 96
extending away from the upper section 94 and toward a first
cavity 74 defined between the piston 66 and the housing 72.
The upper section 94 includes the plurality of external splines
64 that are engaged with the plurality of internal splines 84 of
the housing 72 as the piston 66 moves between the first
position 90 and the second position 92. The lower section 96
abuts a spring 98 included in the dog clutch 14 that, as dis-
cussed below, exerts a biasing force against the piston 66 as
the piston 66 moves between the first position 90 and the
second position 92.

As shown in FIG. 3, a first fluid passage 100 extends
through the second section 52 of the input plate 44 and
through the base 78 of the housing 72 so that a first fluid port
102 is formed in the base 78. Hydraulic fluid communicated
through the first fluid passage 100 is expelled from the first
fluid port 102 into the first cavity 74 where the hydraulic fluid
is contained therein. The first cavity 74 is pressurized by the
hydraulic fluid so that the piston 66 is urged toward the second
position 92 as suggested in FIGS. 2-3.

A second cavity 76 is defined between the piston 66 and the
base 78 of the housing 72 as shown in FIG. 3. The upper and
lower sections 94, 96 of the piston 66, the base 78, a seal 104,
and a retaining ring 106 cooperate to enclose the second
cavity 76 as shown in FIG. 3. The seal 104 is engaged with
both the upper section 94 of the piston 66 and the retaining
ring 106 and extends therebetween as shown in FIG. 3. The
retaining ring 106 is engaged with both the seal 104 and the
base 78 of the housing 72 and extends therebetween as also
shown in FIG. 3. The spring 98 is contained in the second
cavity 76. A second fluid passage 108 extends through the
second section 52 of the input plate 44 and through the base
78 of the housing 72 so that a second fluid port 110 is formed
in the base 78. Hydraulic fluid communicated through the
second fluid passage 108 is expelled from the second fluid
port 110 into the second cavity 76 where the hydraulic fluid is
contained therein. Hydraulic fluid is provided to the second
cavity 76 so that the piston 66 is urged toward the first position
90 as suggested in FIGS. 2-3.

In FIG. 3, the piston 66 is shown in the first position 90 in
which the plurality of external splines 64 are disengaged from
the plurality of internal splines 62 of the output plate 54 and
the dog clutch 14 is “disengaged”. The external splines 64 are
engaged with the internal splines 84 of the housing 72 and the
internal splines 70 of the housing 72 are engaged with the
external splines 68 of the input plate 44 in the first position 90.
The spring 98 exerts a biasing force against the piston 66
urging the piston 66 toward the housing 72 in the first position
90 as suggested in FIG. 3.

The spring 98 includes a tang 112, a horizontal section 114
extending away from the tang 112 and toward the lower
section 96 of the piston 66 in a direction substantially parallel
to the centerline 46, and a vertical section 116 extending away
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from the horizontal section 114 and toward the upper section
94 of the piston 66 in a direction substantially perpendicular
to the centerline 46. The tang 112 is coupled to the base 78 and
the vertical section 116 abuts the lower section 96 of the
piston 66 in the first position 90 as shown in FIG. 3.

Hydraulic fluid is communicated through the first fluid
passage 100 and into the first cavity 74 via the first fluid port
102. Once the hydraulic fluid is provided to the first cavity 74,
the piston 66 applies a piston force to the spring 98 to over-
come the biasing force of the spring 98 so that the piston 66
moves toward the second position 92. As the dog clutch 14
rotates, a first centrifugal pressure force is created by move-
ment of hydraulic fluid in the first cavity 74. The first cen-
trifugal pressure force is exerted by the first cavity 74 against
the second cavity 76 in the same direction as the piston force
applied to the spring 98 by the piston 66.

Hydraulic fluid is also communicated through the second
fluid passage 108 into the second cavity 76 via the second
fluid port 110. As the dog clutch 14 rotates, a second centrifu-
gal pressure force is created by movement of hydraulic fluid
in the second cavity 76. The second centrifugal pressure force
is exerted by the second cavity 76 against the first cavity 74
and counteracts the first centrifugal pressure force so that the
piston 66 moves toward the second position 92 against only
the biasing force of the spring 98.

Hydraulic fluid may be provided to the first and second
cavities 74, 76 simultaneously at the startup of the transmis-
sion 10. Each of the cavities 74, 76 may remain filled with
hydraulic fluid during the operation of the transmission 10 to
facilitate the engagement of the dog clutch 14 as shifts
between operating modes of the transmission 10 are made.

Although the first and second centrifugal pressure forces
will vary depending on the rotational speed of the dog clutch
14, such variation is effectively negated because the first and
second centrifugal pressure forces are substantially equal in
magnitude and opposite in direction. Therefore, the piston
force is applied by the piston 66 to the spring 98 to overcome
the biasing force as the piston 66 is moved from the from the
first position 90 to the second position 92 independently of the
rotational speed of the dog clutch 14.

The piston 66 and the spring 98 are shown in dashed lines
in FIG. 3 to indicate the movement of the piston 66 to the
second position 92. The plurality of external splines 64
included in the piston 66 are engaged with the plurality of
internal splines 62 included in the output plate 54 in the
engagement region 60 so that the piston 66 is effectively
engaged with the output ring 38 of the variator 12. At the same
time, the piston 66 is engaged with the housing 72 (external
splines 64 engaged with internal splines 84) and the housing
72 is engaged with the input plate 44 in the engagement
region 48 (internal splines 70 engaged with external splines
68) so that the piston 66 is effectively engaged with the input
ring 36. Thus, the dog clutch 14 is “engaged” in the second
position 92 such that the input ring 36 and the output ring 38
are locked together, thereby preventing the variator 12 from
producing continuously variable torque output (i.e., a fixed
torque output). The variator 12, therefore, is effectively
bypassed when the piston 66 is moved to the second position
92.

As suggested in FIG. 3, the horizontal section 114 of the
spring 98 is compressed as the piston 66 moves from the first
position 90 to the second position 92 (see the dashed spring 98
in the second position 92). The horizontal section 114 of the
spring 98 is extended as the piston 66 moves from the second
position 92 to the first position 90. The vertical section 116 of
the spring 98 engages the lower section 96 of the piston 66 as
the piston 66 moves between the first position 90 and the
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second position 92. As suggested in FIG. 3, compression of
the horizontal section 114 of the spring 98 as the piston 66
moves from the first position 90 to the second position 92 is
limited by a stop 105 ofthe seal 104. The stop 105 contacts the
vertical section 116 of the spring 98 in the second position 92
to prevent the spring 98 from being over-compressed as the
piston moves from the first position 90 to the second position
92.

The base 78 of the housing 72 is engaged with the adjust-
ment nut 82 included in the variator 12. The adjustment nut 82
is used to set an initial axial preload of the variator 12. The
adjustment nut 82 illustratively has a substantially cylindrical
shape and includes a pair of radial tabs (not shown) arranged
on a circular surface of the adjustment nut 82 that faces the
base 78 of the housing 72. The base 78 illustratively has a
substantially cylindrical shape and includes a pair of radial
slots (not shown) formed in a circular surface of the base 78
that faces the adjustment nut 82. The tabs of the adjustment
nut 82 are configured to be received by the slots of the base 78
so that the base 78 is engaged with the adjustment nut 82,
thereby preventing the adjustment nut 82 from loosening as
suggested in FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 4, amethod 400 for selectively bypassing
the variator 12 using the dog clutch 14 is shown. The method
400 begins with block 402 in which the housing 72 of the dog
clutch 14 is engaged with the input ring 36 (i.e., through the
input plate 44) of the variator 12 so that the piston 66 is
engaged with the housing 72 and disengaged from the output
ring 38 of the variator 12 in the first position 90. It should be
understood that the housing 72 is engaged with the input ring
36 at all times as the piston 66 is moved between the first
position 90 and the second position 92. In block 404, the
piston 66 is moved to the second position 92 in which the
piston 66 is engaged with the output ring 38 (i.e., through the
output plate 54) so that the dog clutch 14 locks the input ring
36 to the output ring 38 to prevent the variator 12 from
producing a continuously-variable torque output. To do so, in
sub-block 406, hydraulic fluid is provided to the first cavity 74
to move the piston 66 from the first position 90 toward the
second position 92. Additionally, in sub-block 408, hydraulic
fluid is provided to the second cavity 76 to counteract the first
centrifugal pressure force exerted by the first cavity 74 against
the second cavity 76 so that the piston 66 moves from the first
position 90 to the second position 92 against only the biasing
force of the spring 98.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the plurality of external splines 64
of the piston 66 are shown engaged with the plurality of
internal splines 62 of the output plate 54 of the variator 12.
Each of the external splines 64 is engaged with one of the
internal splines 62 so that there is backlash 118 therebetween.
“Backlash” refers to rotational clearance between mating
components, and backlash 118 is defined herein as the clear-
ance between each of the splines 64, 62.

Backlash 118 is used to account for speed differentials
between mating components, i.e. the piston 66 of the dog
clutch 14 and the output plate 54 of the variator 12. Backlash
118 permits each external spline 64 to rotate within a speci-
fied angle of rotation until each spline 64 engages the corre-
sponding internal spline 62. In this way, when the output plate
54 and the piston 66 rotate at different speeds, backlash 118
facilitates engagement between the output plate 54 and the
piston 66. Engagement between components of the variator
12 and the dog clutch 14 takes place at substantially synchro-
nized speeds (i.e. the rotational speed of the output plate 54 is
substantially synchronized with the rotational speed of the
piston 66). Backlash 118 allows for engagement between the
variator 12 and the dog clutch 14 to occur despite minimal
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differences in rotational speed between the variator 12 and the
dog clutch 14. In the illustrative embodiment of FIG. 4, the
backlash 118 is approximately 5 degrees. However, in other
embodiments, the backlash 118 may between 2 degrees or
greater and 6 degrees or less.

While the disclosure has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such an
illustration and description is to be considered as merely
illustrative and not restrictive in character, it being understood
that only illustrative embodiments have been shown and
described and that all changes and modifications that come
within the spirit of the disclosure are desired to be protected.

The invention claimed is:

1. A dog clutch comprising:

a housing including a base, the housing engaged with an
input ring of a planetary-type variator included in a
continuously-variable transmission; and

a piston engaged with the housing, the piston movable
between a first position in which the piston is disengaged
from an output ring of the planetary-type variator and a
second position in which the piston is engaged with the
output ring of the planetary-type variator to lock the
input ring to the output ring to prevent the planetary-type
variator from producing continuously-varying torque
output.

2. The dog clutch of claim 1, wherein the piston and the
housing define a first cavity, and wherein hydraulic fluid is
provided to the first cavity to move the piston between the first
and second positions.

3. The dog clutch of claim 2, wherein the base and the
piston define a second cavity containing a spring exerting a
biasing force against the piston as the piston moves between
the first and second positions.

4. The dog clutch of claim 3, wherein a first force is exerted
by hydraulic fluid provided to the second cavity against the
first cavity during the rotation of the dog clutch that urges the
piston toward the first position and a second force is exerted
by the hydraulic fluid provided to the first cavity against the
second cavity during the rotation of the dog clutch that coun-
teracts the first force so that the piston is moved from the first
position to the second position against only the biasing force
of the spring.

5. The dog clutch of claim 4, wherein the piston includes a
plurality of external splines and the output ring includes a
plurality of internal splines configured to engage the plurality
of external splines in the second position, and wherein back-
lash between the external splines and the internal splines is at
least 2 degrees.

6. The dog clutch of claim 5, wherein the backlash is no
greater than 6 degrees.

7. The dog clutch of claim 5, wherein the backlash is
between 2 degrees and 6 degrees.

8. The dog clutch of claim 5, wherein the piston includes a
plurality of external splines and the housing includes a plu-
rality of internal splines, and wherein the plurality of external
splines are engaged with the plurality of internal splines in
each of the first position and the second position.

9. The dog clutch of claim 4, wherein the piston applies a
piston force to the spring to overcome the biasing force of the
spring as the piston is moved from the first position to the
second position, and wherein the piston force is applied to the
spring independently of the rotational speed of the dog clutch.

10. The dog clutch of claim 9, wherein movement of
hydraulic fluid in the first cavity as the dog clutch is rotating
creates the second force.
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11. The dog clutch of claim 10, wherein hydraulic fluid is
provided to the second cavity, and wherein movement of
hydraulic fluid in the second cavity as the dog clutch is rotat-
ing creates the first force.

12. A method for selectively bypassing a planetary-type
variator of a continuously-variable transmission using a rotat-
ing dog clutch, the method comprising:

engaging a housing of the dog clutch with an input ring of

the planetary-type variator so that a piston of the dog
clutch is (i) engaged with the housing and (ii) disen-
gaged from an output ring of the planetary-type variator
in a first position, and

moving the piston to a second position in which the piston

is engaged with the output ring so that the dog clutch
locks the input ring to the output ring to prevent the
planetary-type variator from producing continuously-
variable torque output.
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